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Blencogo and District Village Hall Committee,

Chairman’s Report 2007/8:
Hall Activities:

2007/8 has seen continuing regular usage of the old school:

Evening Bowls on Mondays.

The Bromfield Horticultural Society Tuesdays

Toddler Group on Wednesday mornings

Line Dancing on Wednesdays

The Waver Wine Circle on Wednesdays

The Dundraw WI, Bromfield Parish Council have used the building on a regular basis for meetings. 

Bromfield Church continues to use the Hall for its Lent Lunches and Harvest Suppers, Pudding night, and bingo. Hiring for private functions continued as usual.

Traditional Activities: The (fifteenth) Parish Produce Show proved popular again as usual, proceeds were split between Church and Hall. The Bromfield Horticultural Society organised the second Spring Show, the Old School looking beautiful on both occasions bedecked with flowers and garden produce.

The 2007 Bonfire took place again on Old School Common. Under Robert Drake’s design and supervision a large wooden structure appeared magically during the day, then amazingly burst into flames at bonfire time. The event was suitably spectacular. Rob has proposed that the bonfire in November 2008 should be held at the back of the old School on Mike Ferguson’s field, to avoid damaging the football pitch surface.

There was the annual visit to the Metro Centre, the Senior Citizens Dinner (a donation to the costs of this event was made by the Thomason Nelson Charity). In addition, there was an organised Senior Citizens visit to Morecambe.

A visit to the Christmas panto in Carlisle took place for the younger members of the community.

A new, regular feature of village life are Philomena Morley’s regular monthly banquets from around the world, which are well attended and appreciated.
A Car Boot and Table-top sale took place in September, but was not particularly well supported. 

Organisation and Events: The hall management committee has met regularly, supported by two sub committees, and this group of active members ensures, that traditional activities still take place, with new events developing.

As ever the committee could always do with more help.. so if you’re interested in being an active part of the community do contact any, member of the committee (see some of these listed as contacts below)…

School Common:

School Common is a resource for the whole community, it has been seen increasing use throughout the year. It comprises separate play areas, one for the very young, one for older children and young people; seating and walkways mean that the space is also attractive and useable by adults (even if they’re too big for the swings). Integral to the project are native trees and shrubs, wild areas, pathways and a living willow sculpture/play tunnel. The large playing field area is regularly used by the Abbeytown Football Club for junior games (they also make a contribution to grass/hedge cutting and maintenance). In addition, there is a sleeper wall for ball games. The open space is also used for races, the pitching of a marquee when necessary, as a safe fenced space for the annual bonfire. 

A hall sub-committee oversees maintenance of the area. Over the past twelve months a small but dedicated and active group of villagers have cut grass, strimmed, and maintained shrubs, trees and bushes on the site. In addition, young and old have participated in willow pruning during the year.

School Common continues to be very well used and is appreciated by all, especially the children and young people of the village and an increasing number of people from the wider area.

The Future:

Our beautiful old building has been adapted as well as possible for our activities. 

An illustrated leaflet detailing facilities, programme, etc is now available and has been and widely distributed in the area… Our web site is up and running, but in need of regular maintenance. www.blencogo.com
As those who have used the building can testify this is now a superb local facility; enhanced by the buildings history and its long association with the community. It is eminently suitable for a whole range of activities.

The building is of course available for hire for private and group functions. Please book well in advance as dates go fast!.. Contact Maggie Underwood on 61099 
The steep increase in fuel costs, and insurance mean that we have made a loss on our income this year. There is only so much we can increase hall fees by, and as running costs include insurance and inspection costs on the public spaces outside the Hall it seems unfair that regular user groups should shoulder all the running cost increases. It is time that we examined the possibilities of longer term sustainable funding from other than direct rental and fundraising sources.

Thanks: 

The committee is very grateful for the efforts of all those who have spent their time fund raising in any way, those whose donations of materials and/or services mean the Old School continues to function and grow as a community facility, and to all those who continue to work on maintenance and improvements to the Old School and School Common.

2007/8 Funding by: Bromfield, Waverton and Dundraw Parish Councils, and the Thomason Nelson Charity.

Paul Scott, Chairman, 
December 2008
Committee Contact details… 

see the web site www.blencogo.com

Maggie Underwood, Treasurer/bookings: 61099 

e: Maggie@underwood71.freeserve.co.uk
Paul Scott Chair: 61706 e:cumbrianblues@mac.com

Nick Wood Secretary: nick.linda44@btopenworld.com

Dot Mann: Social/Events: 61247 e: john.mann16@btopenworld.com

Karen Morley: Old School Common: 61760 e: karen.morley@lineone.net
Caroline Charters Caretaker:

PS…The usual plug:  The Hall is for the use of all in the surrounding area, not just the residents of Blencogo.. The Old School is a delightful setting for private and public events; there are tables, chairs, crockery, cutlery, a canteen and kitchen. If you are planning a party, reception, or want a venue for some event in 2007 do consider hiring the Old School. Contact Maggie Underwood on 016973 61099 for details and booking availability.

Copies to:  Allerdale District Council, Bromfield Parish Council, Cumberland News, Cumbria County Council Neighbourhood Forum, Diocese of Carlisle, Cumbria and Allerdale local Councillors, MP, Grapevine Magazine, Voluntary Action Cumbria, and all grant aiding bodies.

