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‘Of Knells was returned for Carlisle in 1847 , but was immediately unseated as
a Government contractor. He cleared himself of his Government contracts
and again contested that city, but was unsuccessful. He wis the eldest son
of Peter Dixon of Knells, who was formerly in business in Whitehaven.
This Peter Dixon married a danghter of Richard Ferguson, who has before
been mentioned as being in 1746 a manufacturer of osnaburgs in Carlisle,
and ‘an importer of flax from Hamburg. This Richard had five sons, all in
business in Carlisle ; three of them—_J. ohn, Richard, and George—established,
in 1791, a cotton mill at Warwick, on ground leased to them for a long time,
now nearly run out, by Mr. Howard of Corby. John Dixoh and one of his
brothers came early in this century to Carlisle to serve their time with the
Fergusons and learn the cotton trade, but when John Terguson, the son of
Richard, died in 1802, leaving a young family, the management of his
business devolved upon the Dixons during the minority of their cousins.
Having thus acquired a knowledge of the cotton trade and a business con-
nection, the whole family of Dixons moved, about the year 1812, from
Whitehaven to Carlisle. Their uncle, George Ferguson, enlarged the Warwick
works, which had become his property, and let them to his nephews.  From
this beginning was built up the colossal Tiouse of Peter Dixon and Sons, the
largest trading firm in Cumberland, one whose influcnce has often been brought
to bear with powerful effect on Carlisle clections.

Mr. Dixon was born in 1785, was Sheriff of Cumberland in 1838, and
died in 1857, leaving a large family. Tle was an active member of the Anti-
Corn Law League, and munificent in his donations to all charitable and public
purposes in and around Carlisle. Dr. Lonsdale says of him— Mr. Dixon
had great claims on the Carlisle constituency as the head of a manufacturing
firm ; but his personal claims were still greater as a man of real worth and
kindness, a free-trader, liberal politician and chairman, much given to hospi-
tality and good works.”





